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     A Total Eclipse of the Heat
  Legal Planet
 APRIL 7, 2024
  Millions of Americans traveled this week to the path of totality to hunker down with loved ones and total strangers to gaze upwards at one of the most amazing astronomical events of our lives and share something like a transcendent, spiritual experience. I hope we can collectively reckon with another terrifyingly awesome atmospheric event: the hottest year.
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     Much ado about acceleration
  Real Climate 
 APRIL 4, 2024
  There has been a lot of commentary about perceived disagreements among climate scientists about whether climate change is, or will soon, accelerate. As with most punditry, there is less here than it might seem. Last year, Jim Hansen and colleagues published a long paper that included a figure suggesting that they expected that global temperature trends from 2011 to increase above the recent linear trends.
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     New, Updated Carbon Majors Dataset Holds Promise for Researchers, Litigators
  Union of Concerned Scientists 
 APRIL 4, 2024
  Nearly two-thirds of industrial heat-trapping emissions can be traced to just 90 entities. That 2013 headline resulted from the first effort to quantify emissions from the ‘carbon majors’ —fossil fuel companies and cement manufacturers whose businesses have contributed an outsized amount of heat-trapping gases to the atmosphere. Since 2013, these data have provided the backbone for research that directly links climate impacts to carbon producing entities—a key component in the fight for climate 
    Fossil Fuels    [image: ] 200   
   [image: More]  
 
     Fossil Fuels  Climate Change  2013  2015    [image: ] 200   
         
 
   
  
             [image: article thumbnail] 
 [image: article thumbnail]    
     Massachusetts Launches Cumulative Impact Analysis Regulations for Air Quality Permits Near Environmental Justice Populations
  Law and Environment
 APRIL 5, 2024
  Massachusetts has become the first state to require analysis of cumulative impacts for certain air quality permits in or near communities with environmental justice (EJ) populations. On March 29, 2024, the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) released highly anticipated amendments to its air pollution regulations as required by the environmental justice provisions of the 2021 Climate Roadmap Act.
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      Implementing D.E.J.I. Strategies in Energy, Environment, and Transportation
    Speaker: Antoine M. Thompson, Executive Director of the Greater Washington Region Clean Cities Coalition
     Diversity, Equity, Justice, and Inclusion (DEJI) policies, programs, and initiatives are critically important as we move forward with public and private sector climate and sustainability goals and plans. Underserved and socially, economically, and racially disadvantaged communities bear the burden of pollution, higher energy costs, limited resources, and limited investments in the clean energy and transportation sectors.
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     We finally know why Stephen Hawking's black hole equation works
  New Scientist
 APRIL 5, 2024
  Stephen Hawking and Jacob Bekenstein calculated the entropy of a black hole in the 1970s, but it took physicists until now to figure out the quantum effects that make the formula work 
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     Highway 413 is Still Going Nowhere
  Enviromental Defense
 APRIL 5, 2024
  You’ve probably seen Highway 413 in the news quite a bit lately. Last month, instead of standing up for Ontario’s environment, the federal government made a deal with Premier Ford. Together, they filed documents to cancel the federal government’s current environmental assessment. So, what does this mean? Is Ontario getting ready to bulldoze their way through farmland, wetlands and the Greenbelt?
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     Climate Change and Nigeria
  Legal Planet
 APRIL 8, 2024
  By the time my youngest granddaughter is thirty, Nigeria will be the world’s third-largest country. It’s also one of the countries that’s least prepared to adapt to climate change, which will be much worse by then. Nigeria’s population is expected to roughly double by 2050, to around 400 million.  The population was previously expected to double again by 2100, but the current estimate is that it will reach “only” about 550 million.
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     Climate Change and Nigeria
  Legal Planet
 APRIL 8, 2024
  By the time my youngest granddaughter is thirty, Nigeria will be the world’s third-largest country. It’s also one of the countries that’s least prepared to adapt to climate change, which will be much worse by then. Nigeria’s population is expected to roughly double by 2050, to around 400 million.  The population was previously expected to double again by 2100, but the current estimate is that it will reach “only” about 550 million.
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     A Triumph and Disgrace: The Very Slow Road to Banning Asbestos
  Union of Concerned Scientists 
 APRIL 3, 2024
  Like almost all things chemical in the United States, the recent announcement by the Biden administration that it is banning a major form of asbestos is both a triumph and a disgrace. The triumph is that after decades of Sisyphean advocacy by public health groups and scientists, chrysotile asbestos, a known carcinogen, is finally facing an assorted set of deadline s for import and use in this nation.
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     Rebutting 33 False Claims About Solar, Wind, and Electric Vehicles
  Law Columbia
 APRIL 3, 2024
  Achieving the United States’ ambitious emissions reduction goals depends in large part on the rapid adoption of wind and solar energy and the electrification of consumer vehicles. However, misinformation and coordinated disinformation about renewable energy is widespread and threatens to undermine public support for the transition. In a new report , the Sabin Center identifies and examines 33 of the most pervasive false claims about solar energy, wind energy, and electric vehicles, with the aim 
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     How mass bleaching has pushed the Great Barrier Reef to the brink
  New Scientist
 APRIL 5, 2024
  Diving at One Tree Island in one of the most highly protected parts of the Great Barrier Reef reveals the shocking extent of the latest mass bleaching event 
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     EPA Announces Awards for a National Clean Energy Finance Network
  NRDC 
 APRIL 4, 2024
  The GGRF will direct long-overdue funding to projects that reduce pollution, lower energy costs for families across the United States, and create good-quality jobs – all while catalyzing an unprecedented wave of private sector investment.
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      Shaping a Resilient Future: Climate Impact on Vulnerable Populations
    Speaker: Laurie Schoeman Director, Climate & Sustainability, Capital
     As households and communities across the nation face challenges such as hurricanes, wildfires, drought, extreme heat and cold, and thawing permafrost and flooding, we are increasingly searching for ways to mitigate and prevent climate impacts. During this event, national climate and housing expert Laurie Schoeman will discuss topics including: The two paths for climate action: decarbonization and adaptation.
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     The ‘Year of Climate’ in International Courts
  Legal Planet
 APRIL 2, 2024
  “The Year of Climate in International Courts” by Rebecca Hamilton was first published on Just Security. This year promises to be the ‘Year of Climate’ in international courts and tribunals with opinions slated to be coming down from the European Court of Human Rights, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, and the International Court of Justice.
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     The Fossil Fuel Industry Continues Producing Heat-Trapping Emissions that Drive Climate Change
  Union of Concerned Scientists 
 APRIL 4, 2024
  A new dataset released by InfluenceMap provides information on heat-trapping emissions traced to the 122 largest investor and state-owned fossil fuel companies in the world. Fossil fuels are the main driver of climate change and the terrifying effects of it that we see happening across the world. That makes this dataset a powerful tool for understanding how each of these entity’s heat-trapping emissions have contributed to climate change.
    Fossil Fuels    [image: ] 186   
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     Geoengineering Test Quietly Launches Salt Crystals into Atmosphere
  Scientific American
 APRIL 4, 2024
  A solar geoengineering experiment in San Francisco could lead to brighter clouds that reflect sunlight.
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     Marine protected areas aren't helping fish populations recover
  New Scientist
 APRIL 4, 2024
  Protected zones are meant to let adult fish populations recover from overfishing, but an analysis of 111 sites in the Caribbean finds that this is not happening in most cases 
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      Sustainability at Retail
      Advertisement
     Sustainability impacts every nation, company, and person around the world. So much so that, in 2015, the United Nations (UN) issued a call for action by all countries to work toward sustainable development. In response to this and as part of a global Sustainability at Retail initiative, Shop! worked collaboratively with its global affiliates to address these critical issues in this white paper.
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     PA Oil & Gas Weekly Compliance Dashboard - March 30 to April 5 - 19 Abandoned Well Violations; Venting Gas; Spills; No Containment; Erosion BMP Failures
  PA Environment Daily
 APRIL 6, 2024
  From March 30 to April 5, DEP’s Oil and Gas Compliance Database shows oil and gas inspectors filed 602 inspection entries. DEP also caught up with posting inspection reports from over the Easter holiday. So far this year-- as of March 29 -- DEP took these actions-- -- NOVs Issued In Last Week: 126 conventional, 28 unconventional -- Year To Date - NOVs Issued: 2,696 conventional and 263 unconventional -- Enforcements 2024: 158 conventional and 37 unconventional -- Inspections Last Week: 288 conve
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     Future Trends in Climate Litigation Against Governments
  Law Columbia
 APRIL 4, 2024
  Youth4ClimateAction in Republic of Korea We are in a critical decade for action on climate change. The world is on track to experience 3°C of warming and the “ window of opportunity to secure a liveable and sustainable future for all ” is rapidly closing.  National governments are the most important systemic actors in the governance of climate action, primarily because they are the only actors with the ability to adopt economy-wide decarbonization measures.
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     How Tobacco Companies Created the Disinformation Playbook
  Union of Concerned Scientists 
 APRIL 5, 2024
  This article was originally published by the Substack newsletter SciLight on April 4, 2024. In this current age, a meme on Facebook, a video on TikTok, or a comment thread on Reddit can have  substantial influence  over people’s views and perspectives. For instance, half of adults in the United States  obtain their news  at least sometimes from social media.
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     Three Times Eclipses Eclipsed Previous Science
  Scientific American
 APRIL 5, 2024
  Total solar eclipses have set the stage for major scientific advancements—everything from the discovery of helium to the testing of Einstein’s general theory of relativity.
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     Microsoft and Quantinuum’s quantum computer may be most reliable yet
  New Scientist
 APRIL 3, 2024
  A quantum computer built by Quantinuum uses “logical quantum bits” designed by Microsoft to run simple computational routines with an unprecedented level of reliability 
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     Zambians Feel the Personal Consequences of Climate Change—and Dream of a Sustainable Future
  Inside Climate News
 APRIL 7, 2024
  Zambia, like its southern African neighbors, depends on rain for its food, energy and economy. But it hasn’t gotten enough this year, and likely won’t in the future, a victim of a climate crisis it didn’t cause. By Georgina Gustin CHONGWE, Zambia—Benson Chipungu sits in a leather armchair and reaches for the remote to switch off the news. Pieces of fabric hang over the windows, darkening the room against the heat.
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     DEP Posted 75 Pages Of Permit-Related Notices In April 6 PA Bulletin
  PA Environment Daily
 APRIL 5, 2024
  Highlights of the environmental and energy notices in the April 6 PA Bulletin -- -- PA Oil & Gas Industrial Facilities: Permit Notices/Opportunities To Comment - April 6 [PaEN] -- DEP Reports Only 1 Shale Gas Well Permit Under Review Drastically Reducing The Revenue Needed To Run Its Entire Oil & Gas Regulatory Program [PaEN] -- The Department of Environmental Protection published notice in the April 6 PA Bulletin inviting comments on draft Technical Guidance Setting Closure Requirements
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     EPA Grant Program Helps to Accelerate Transition to Cleaner Ports
  Union of Concerned Scientists 
 APRIL 2, 2024
  Air pollution from ports comes from many sources: ships, trains, tugboats, cargo equipment, and – quite importantly – the trucks that move cargo containers to and from ports. The vehicles, vessels, and equipment that move our freight create hot spots of some of the worst air quality in the country and contribute significantly to climate change. However, zero-emission options for these workhorses of the economy are growing rapidly and some ports are beginning to move towards cleaner operations.
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     New Books Help Parents Explain Climate Disasters to Kids
  Scientific American
 APRIL 6, 2024
  Books are becoming a key part of disaster recovery, helping toddlers—and their parents—cope with increasing hurricanes, earthquakes and wildfires 
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     Therapy that turns lymph nodes into livers gets first human trial
  New Scientist
 APRIL 2, 2024
  An experimental therapy that grows miniature livers inside a person’s lymph nodes has been used in a human for the first time, but it will be months before we know if it fully replaces their liver function 
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     As Florida Smalltooth Sawfish Spin and Whirl, a New Effort to Rescue Them Begins
  Inside Climate News
 APRIL 5, 2024
  At least 32 of the endangered sawfish have been reported dead. The cause of their bizarre behavior remains a mystery By Amy Green An unprecedented federal effort to rescue and rehabilitate endangered smalltooth sawfish is getting underway this week in the Florida Keys, where unusual and concerning behavior has been documented including spinning and whirling, signs the fish are in distress.
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     PA Environmental Council In Case You Missed It In March Now Available
  PA Environment Daily
 APRIL 6, 2024
  The PA Environmental Council’s In Case You Missed It In March features articles on-- -- 200 Conventional Oil & Gas Wells Plugged -- PEC Applauds Shapiro Administration’s Energy/Climate Plans -- Governor’s Environmental Excellence Award Winners’ Recognition Dinner April 30 -- Celebrating Western PA Environmental Collaboration, Partnership May 14 -- Registration Open For May 25-26 Bikeout In Southeastern PA -- Expanding Pittsburgh Area Trails - Take The Turtle Creek Connector Survey -- PEC Blo
    Climate Change    [image: ] 86   
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     A Handy New Chart Shows Clean Energy’s Remarkable Progress
  Union of Concerned Scientists 
 APRIL 2, 2024
  Spring is a glorious time for renewable energy. Whatever the weather in March and beyond—in-like-a-lion blustery or out-like-a-lamb sunny—spring tends to be a season of strong electricity production from solar and wind in particular. Spring is also a glorious time for taking stock, since the official data on the previous year’s US electricity generation become available.
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     Bird Flu Detected in a Person in Texas: What We Know So Far
  Scientific American
 APRIL 2, 2024
  A person tested positive for avian influenza after being exposed to cows thought to be infected with the virus. It's the second time a human has been infected with H5N1 in the U.S.
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     Great apes threatened by mining for electric vehicle batteries
  New Scientist
 APRIL 3, 2024
  A surge of mining in some African countries for materials used to make green energy technologies puts gorillas, chimpanzees and bonobos at risk 
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     Blake Plateau Mapping Q&A with Dr. Derek Sowers
  NRDC 
 APRIL 2, 2024
  Earlier this year, scientists, led by Dr. Derek Sowers, published a comprehensive map of the world’s most expansive cold-water coral mound province.
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     PA Oil & Gas Industrial Facilities: Permit Notices, Opportunities To Comment - April 6
  PA Environment Daily
 APRIL 5, 2024
  The following DEP notices were published in the April 6 PA Bulletin related to oil and gas industry facilities. Many of the notices offer the opportunity for public comments. Only 1 Shale Gas Permit Under Review -- DEP reported in its Oil and Gas Workload Report for the week ending March 29 that it has only 1 shale gas well permit under review, which has huge implications for the revenue coming in to run its entire Oil and Gas Regulatory Program.
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     Global Warming Will Enable Tropical Species From the Atlantic to Colonize the Mediterranean Sea
  Inside Climate News
 APRIL 3, 2024
  A new study documents large-scale ocean system changes that threaten the stability of marine ecosystems in the sea between Europe, Africa and the Middle East. By Bob Berwyn If global warming continues at its current pace, a new study warns, tropical species could take over parts of Mediterranean marine ecosystems by the end of the century.
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     The Dunning-Kruger Effect Shows that People Don’t Know What They Don’t Know
  Scientific American
 APRIL 5, 2024
  David Dunning explains how people can avoid overestimating their own knowledge, a psychological bias called the Dunning-Kruger effect 
      [image: ] 111   
   [image: More]  
 
       [image: ] 111   
         
 
   
  
           [image: article thumbnail] 
 [image: article thumbnail]    
     How a total solar eclipse in 1919 left physicists 'more or less agog'
  New Scientist
 APRIL 5, 2024
  One total solar eclipse changed physics forever – and even to this day these celestial phenomena are astonishing viewers and teaching us crucial lessons about the universe 
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