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     Four Reasons You Should Care about California Snow
  Union of Concerned Scientists 
 APRIL 1, 2024
  Last week, I visited Yosemite National Park and walked along a gorgeous trail surrounded by snow-blanketed sequoia trees. Beyond the horizon of pine trees to the south lies the Sierra National Forest, and beyond the rocky horizon to the north lies the Stanislaus National Forest. Further beyond these national forests lies the rest of the expansive Sierra Nevada Mountain Range, spanning 400 miles.
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     Ripped from the Headlines
  Legal Planet
 APRIL 1, 2024
  Here’s a selection of recent headlines, which I only wish I had made up for April Fool’s Day. “Earth just had its hottest year ever recorded — by far.” — NBC “Hurricanes are getting so intense, scientists propose a Category 6”— Washington Post “Parts of Amazon rainforest could tip toward collapse by 2050, study warns.” – Washington Post “Critical Atlantic Ocean current system is showing early signs of collapse, prompting warning from scientists.
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     Bird flu confirmed in person who had contact with infected dairy cows
  New Scientist
 APRIL 1, 2024
  A person in Texas has been infected with bird flu after exposure to dairy cows who had the virus – it is the first time a human has contracted the disease from a mammal 
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     Powering the Future: How Batteries Enable the Evolution of AI
  Cleannovate
 APRIL 2, 2024
  Batteries, often overlooked in discussions about AI, play a pivotal role in powering the devices that are shaping our future. From smartphones to autonomous vehicles, the seamless integration of AI relies heavily on advancements in battery development.
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      Implementing D.E.J.I. Strategies in Energy, Environment, and Transportation
    Speaker: Antoine M. Thompson, Executive Director of the Greater Washington Region Clean Cities Coalition
     Diversity, Equity, Justice, and Inclusion (DEJI) policies, programs, and initiatives are critically important as we move forward with public and private sector climate and sustainability goals and plans. Underserved and socially, economically, and racially disadvantaged communities bear the burden of pollution, higher energy costs, limited resources, and limited investments in the clean energy and transportation sectors.
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     Unforced variations: Apr 2024
  Real Climate 
 APRIL 1, 2024
  This month’s open thread on climate topics. Lots more discussion about 2023 , aerosols, heat content and imbalances to come I expect… Note, comments should be substantive even if you are arguing with who you perceive to be the worst person in the world. Comments that are mainly personal attacks will just get deleted. The post Unforced variations: Apr 2024 first appeared on RealClimate.
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     Xi Jinping’s Thoughts on China’s Nuclear Weapons
  Union of Concerned Scientists 
 APRIL 1, 2024
  This blog was co-authored with UCS China analyst Robert Rust. Last month UCS published a critique of a New York Times article that claimed Chinese military strategists, “are looking to nuclear weapons as not only a defensive shield, but as a potential sword — to intimidate and subjugate adversaries.” We examined the evidence and found it did not support that claim.
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     The ‘Year of Climate’ in International Courts
  Legal Planet
 APRIL 2, 2024
  “The Year of Climate in International Courts” by Rebecca Hamilton was first published on Just Security. This year promises to be the ‘Year of Climate’ in international courts and tribunals with opinions slated to be coming down from the European Court of Human Rights, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, and the International Court of Justice.
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     The ‘Year of Climate’ in International Courts
  Legal Planet
 APRIL 2, 2024
  “The Year of Climate in International Courts” by Rebecca Hamilton was first published on Just Security. This year promises to be the ‘Year of Climate’ in international courts and tribunals with opinions slated to be coming down from the European Court of Human Rights, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, and the International Court of Justice.
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     Tooth loss linked to early signs of Alzheimer’s disease
  New Scientist
 MARCH 29, 2024
  A brain region critical for memory is smaller in older adults with fewer than 10 teeth than in those who have most of their teeth, suggesting that tooth loss may precede the development of dementia 
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     A River in Flux
  Inside Climate News
 MARCH 31, 2024
  Extreme flooding and droughts may be the new norm for the Amazon, challenging its people and ecosystems. By Daniel Grossman This project was originally published in Science magazine. The story was supported by the Pulitzer Center and the Pendleton Mazer Family Fund.
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     Feature- Remembering March 28, 1979 At The Three Mile Island Nuclear Power Plant - The Accident No One Thought Would Happen
  PA Environment Daily
 MARCH 28, 2024
  Forty-five years ago on March 28, 1979, Pennsylvanians woke up to a much different world -- the accident at the Three Mile Island nuclear power plant in Dauphin County. The fear and uncertainty about what was going to happen-- Was there a “bubble”? Wasn’t there a bubble? Should we evacuate or not? Have we already been “irradiated” invisibly and don’t know it?
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     Court Rulings Signal Support to Protect Disinformation Researchers
  Union of Concerned Scientists 
 MARCH 29, 2024
  As billions of people vote in elections around the world in 2024, researchers and scientists are warning that disinformation around elections poses an unprecedented threat against democracy. Such scientists have been working for years to understand how bad actors willfully deceive people through false and misleading information, especially through social media platforms.
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      Shaping a Resilient Future: Climate Impact on Vulnerable Populations
    Speaker: Laurie Schoeman Director, Climate & Sustainability, Capital
     As households and communities across the nation face challenges such as hurricanes, wildfires, drought, extreme heat and cold, and thawing permafrost and flooding, we are increasingly searching for ways to mitigate and prevent climate impacts. During this event, national climate and housing expert Laurie Schoeman will discuss topics including: The two paths for climate action: decarbonization and adaptation.
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     A Word on Congestion Pricing
  Legal Planet
 MARCH 28, 2024
  Yesterday, New York’s Metropolitan Transportation Authority approved the city’s long-planned and hotly debated congestion pricing program , the first of its kind in the US. The program will involve a $15 toll for vehicles entering midtown or lower Manhattan, with discounts for some qualifying drivers and credits for bridge and tunnel tolls so drivers aren’t double-charged.
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     AI chatbots beat humans at persuading their opponents in debates
  New Scientist
 MARCH 31, 2024
  When people were challenged to debate contentious topics with a human or GPT-4, they were more likely to be won over by the artificial intelligence 
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     Forever Chemicals From a Forever Fire: Alabama Residents Aim to Test Blood or Urine for PFAS Amid Underground Moody Landfill Fire
  Inside Climate News
 MARCH 30, 2024
  Community members are working with a local environmental nonprofit to facilitate the potential testing, but Alabama’s top environment regulator said prior testing for PFAS in water sources served “no purpose.” By Lee Hedgepeth MOODY, Ala.—When Danielle Cusimano brought her newborn baby, Saylor, home from the hospital in December 2022, it was hard to keep the smoke out.
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   [image: More]  
 
     Regulations  2022    [image: ] 109   
         
 
   
  
           [image: article thumbnail] 
 [image: article thumbnail]    
     50 Fish, 50 States: Bass of the Waterfalls
  Cool Green Science 
 MARCH 31, 2024
  The shoal bass faces some serious threats. But a new legion of fans bring hope for this species. The post 50 Fish, 50 States: Bass of the Waterfalls appeared first on Cool Green Science.
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      Sustainability at Retail
      Advertisement
     Sustainability impacts every nation, company, and person around the world. So much so that, in 2015, the United Nations (UN) issued a call for action by all countries to work toward sustainable development. In response to this and as part of a global Sustainability at Retail initiative, Shop! worked collaboratively with its global affiliates to address these critical issues in this white paper.
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     A Handy New Chart Shows Clean Energy’s Remarkable Progress
  Union of Concerned Scientists 
 APRIL 2, 2024
  Spring is a glorious time for renewable energy. Whatever the weather in March and beyond—in-like-a-lion blustery or out-like-a-lamb sunny—spring tends to be a season of strong electricity production from solar and wind in particular. Spring is also a glorious time for taking stock, since the official data on the previous year’s US electricity generation become available.
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     All About Whitespotted Eagle Rays
  Ocean Conservancy
 MARCH 29, 2024
  Just like a snowflake falling from the sky, the whitespotted eagle ray is unique; no two are exactly the same. The whitespotted eagle ray is a beautiful sight to behold with its long pointy tail and its body spotted with white dots. The whitespotted eagle ray ( Aetobatus narinari ) is a cartilaginous fish—and one of the ocean’s largest rays. The genus name Aetobatus comes from the Greek word aetos meaning “eagle” and batis meaning “ray.
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     Why vigorous exercise could inadvertently lead to weight gain
  New Scientist
 APRIL 1, 2024
  Intense exercise may make the body compensate for energy used during this vigorous activity by reducing other forms of energy use, leading to weight gain, according to a study in mice 
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     Song Lyrics Really Are Getting Simpler and More Repetitive, Study Finds
  Scientific American
 MARCH 28, 2024
  An assessment of hundreds of thousands of songs confirms that choruses and hooks have taken over—but simpler isn’t necessarily worse 
      [image: ] 118   
   [image: More]  
 
       [image: ] 118   
         
 
   
  
           [image: article thumbnail] 
 [image: article thumbnail]    
     Conservation of future marshland
  The Applied Ecologist
 MARCH 29, 2024
  Shortlisted for the Chico Mendes Prize 2023 In this blog post, author Molly Mitchell describe her team’s Practice Insights article which demonstrates the value of using multiple models and data to inform marsh management, conservation and restoration practices. How do you make good decisions about managing resources when those resources are changing?
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     EPA Grant Program Helps to Accelerate Transition to Cleaner Ports
  Union of Concerned Scientists 
 APRIL 2, 2024
  Air pollution from ports comes from many sources: ships, trains, tugboats, cargo equipment, and – quite importantly – the trucks that move cargo containers to and from ports. The vehicles, vessels, and equipment that move our freight create hot spots of some of the worst air quality in the country and contribute significantly to climate change. However, zero-emission options for these workhorses of the economy are growing rapidly and some ports are beginning to move towards cleaner operations.
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     From Michigan to Nebraska, Midwest States Face an Early Wildfire Season
  Inside Climate News
 MARCH 28, 2024
  The blazes come after a record dry winter in the region. “Year to date, we've had close to 300 wildfires statewide,” a Wisconsin official said. “The normal year-to-date 10-year average is about 40 fires.” By Kristoffer Tigue The Midwest received some much needed moisture this week following an especially hot and dry winter that hamstrung outdoor recreation and sparked an early spring wildfire season in several states.
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     Mathematicians are bitterly divided over a controversial proof
  New Scientist
 MARCH 28, 2024
  An attempt to settle a decade-long argument over a controversial proof by mathematician Shinichi Mochizuki has seen a war of words on both sides, with Mochizuki dubbing the latest effort as akin to a "hallucination" produced by ChatGPT 
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     USDA Finalizes Voluntary “Product of USA” Rule
  National Law Center
 MARCH 28, 2024
  In March 2024, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) finalized its rule regarding the voluntary use of the labeling terms. The post USDA Finalizes Voluntary “Product of USA” Rule appeared first on National Agricultural Law Center.
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     How to Watch the Total Solar Eclipse Online
  Scientific American
 APRIL 1, 2024
  Will you be outside the path of totality during the 2024 total solar eclipse? What if clouds block your view?
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     DEP, PennDOT, Keep PA Beautiful Encourage Everyone ‘Pick Up Pennsylvania’ During Spring Litter Cleanup
  PA Environment Daily
 MARCH 28, 2024
  On March 28, the Departments of Environmental Protection and Transportation and Keep PA Beautiful encouraged residents, local leaders, businesses, and organizations to join in cleaning up their communities as part of the “ Pick Up Pennsylvania " spring community improvement campaign, now through May 31. Pick Up Pennsylvania is a year-long initiative, however, events scheduled from March 1 through May 31 receive free trash bags, gloves, and safety vests provided by support from DEP, PennDOT and K
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     Blake Plateau Mapping Q&A with Dr. Derek Sowers
  NRDC 
 APRIL 2, 2024
  Earlier this year, scientists, led by Dr. Derek Sowers, published a comprehensive map of the world’s most expansive cold-water coral mound province.
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     Unprecedented GPS jamming attack affects 1600 aircraft over Europe
  New Scientist
 MARCH 29, 2024
  A 63-hour-long marathon of GPS jamming attacks disrupted global satellite navigation systems for hundreds of aircraft flying through the Baltic region – and Russia is thought to be responsible 
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     Biochar Is ‘Low-Hanging Fruit’ for Sequestering Carbon and Combating Climate Change
  Inside Climate News
 MARCH 29, 2024
  Made from heating wood and other biomass at high temperatures with no oxygen, biochar mixed in soils dominated the carbon offset marketplace last year in tons of warming gases absorbed from the atmosphere. By Lindsey Byman WASHINGTON – Since David Laird was young, the “lush, green forests” of the western United States meant an annual summer trip to hike, camp and fish.
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     Inside the Race to Protect Artists from Artificial Intelligence
  Scientific American
 APRIL 1, 2024
  AI-generated art is creating new ethical issues—and competition—for digital artists. Nightshade and Glaze are two tools helping creators fight back.
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     DEP Posted 81 Pages Of Permit-Related Notices In March 30 PA Bulletin
  PA Environment Daily
 MARCH 29, 2024
  Highlights of the environmental and energy notices in the March 30 PA Bulletin -- -- PA Oil & Gas Industrial Facilities: Permit Notices, Opportunities To Comment - March 30 [PaEN] -- PA Infrastructure Investment Authority and DEP published notice in the March 30 PA Bulletin inviting comments on environmental assessments related to projects eligible for funding in Allegheny, Blair, Indiana, Luzerne, Montour, Northampton, Philadelphia, Schuylkill and York counties. -- The Department of Environ
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     Guest Perspective: Embracing the Circular Economy Means Transforming Food Packaging for a Sustainable Future
  Earth 911
 MARCH 29, 2024
  Embracing the circular economy is vitally important for all industries, especially in the context of. The post Guest Perspective: Embracing the Circular Economy Means Transforming Food Packaging for a Sustainable Future appeared first on Earth911.
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     Physicists have worked out how to melt any material
  New Scientist
 MARCH 29, 2024
  A new equation shows a surprisingly simple relationship between pressure and the temperature needed to melt any solid substance into a liquid 
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     Ohio Approves Nation’s Largest Agrivoltaics Project, Finding It Will Serve the Public Interest
  Law Columbia
 APRIL 1, 2024
  On March 21, 2024, state regulators in Ohio approved the Oak Run Solar Project, an 800-megawatt (MW) solar generation project that will include 300 MW of battery storage, as well as 4,000 acres of crops and 1,000 sheep on site. This blog post will highlight key features of the project, as well as the opinion approving it, explaining: (a) what is important about the project; (b) who the key constituencies opposing and supporting it are; (c) how the Ohio Power Siting Board (Siting Board) decides w
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     Baltimore Bridge Collapse Will Teach Engineers to Build Safer Infrastructure
  Scientific American
 MARCH 29, 2024
  The loss of Baltimore’s Francis Scott Key Bridge after a cargo ship collision will teach engineers how to design structures better able to withstand disasters 
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